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Councillors, thank you for this opportunity to speak to you – to begin with, you should know first I was 

an English teacher, then I was a sociologist. So I have a complicated relationship with words; they have 

dictionary meanings and then they have social meanings. And right now we’re looking at certain words 

together and deciding what we should call the results of climate change here in the Comox valley. But 

however we term this set of conditions, we know we’re looking at potential disaster.  

But we are naming it, and more importantly, we are committing to decide what to do about it, in terms 

of immediate social action – action we know must begin now. But also action that will bring 

communities together to do what must done to meet such drastic, climate-driven events. And while this 

may seem strange to say, that’s a positive. 

It’s why it’s important for this meeting not only to make a declaration on the state of the climate, but 
also in response to that declaration, to discuss kinds of action that can be done together. 

In the letter from our Unitarian Fellowship we recommend three kinds of action, and each of these has a 

social or community dimension. So let’s look at them now through this lense: 

1. An initial approach to plan how our communities can meet extreme climate events such as 

storm, fire, and flood; this approach should include projects to mitigate or remediate conditions 

leading to climate disaster; 

 

This clause not only speaks to the need for detailed, co-ordinated planning, for example, should a 

wildfire travel south from Cumberland, down Millard Creek, and along the Puntledge estuary, but what 

also needs to be done to avoid, or at least remedy some of the conditions making for, such an event. 

One of the more important examples of mitigation would seem to be to do a better job of capturing 

methane produced in the Valley.  From what Ms. Stephanie Valdal of Strathcona Waste Management 

recently said at a community event I attended, we not only need to regulate more effectively, but also 

to elicit greater co-operation from, all types of households to collect, and properly compost, kitchen 

waste. Just one example of needing further support for social co-operation, but it is an important one 

since methane is 40% more powerful in heating our atmosphere than carbon dioxide. 

 

2. The establishment of a standing committee on the Climate Emergency composed of: local 

government staff, elected officials, emergency management personnel, and local citizens, 

including youth. This group would consider and recommend actions to prepare for emergencies 

and to mitigate our community’s contribution to climate change; 

I think we recognize that what we face, regardless of the label we give it, requires that we not fall back 

into our various silos, but that we must establish shared, public discussion of measures that can and 

must be taken. This kind of discussion will encourage community “buy-in”, and thus, greater co-

operation when needed. For example, the standing committee may wish to enlist various volunteer 

organizations and other sectors of the community to plan, and help in, specific emergency relief, as well 

as share in developing directions for policy. Moreover, youth’s contribution to recommended measures 

is especially important; they are the people who will have to take on the brunt of climate disaster as 
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they come into adulthood and seek, as best they can, to have and maintain families – and will need 

communities in which to work and keep those families safe. 

3. A commitment that staff will keep the community continually informed on its progress in 

meeting the climate emergency. 

As yet, Courtenay Council and the CVRD do not appear to devote much web or Facebook space to 

policies adopted, or policies in the process of adoption, to meet the specific demands of climate change. 

Thus, Courtenay Council may want to consider placing more detailed sections on website and 

notifications on Facebook dealing with, for example, wildfire entering the city -- information not only 

about general plans to handle such an event, but also specific information listing muster points for 

neighbourhoods and sites for special services, such as first aid centres for elders and young families. 

Furthermore, the Standing Committee may also want to devote specific sections to various areas in the 

Valley, for example, those which might suffer disastrous winds from the south-east, areas up-hill from 

the north and west banks of the Puntledge estuary.  And in addition to electronic sources, the Standing 

Committee might also wish to report through a regular column in the local paper.  

However, one of the most useful ways of reporting may be simply that of regular public meetings of the 

Standing Committee – not only to share progress in meeting the climate crisis, but also to draw the 

larger community in to discuss issues where there are genuine choices to be made. And to encourage 

groups and individuals to bring their own questions and suggestions to the Committee, as well. Again, 

such processes create greater buy-in on the measures eventually adopted. 

There is much that can be done, and we are aware that the City of Courtenay and the CVRD are already 

preparing to move forward to meet this challenge. However, we believe formal declaration will give 

movement on climate emergency the greater visibility and momentum it now requires; moreover such 

a declaration will enable community action and engagement through a standing committee with wider 

membership and focused public reporting.  

The Comox Valley Unitarian Fellowship looks forward to doing its part in supporting such measures. 

Thank you for hearing our submission today. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


